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Our "headway" is every other month, with dead-

lines for the rest of 2016 on Wednesdays April 

27th, July 6th, September 7th, and November 

2nd.  The April/May deadline was moved back a 

week to have a shot at getting the newsletter 

out in time for Fullerton Railroad Days, or at 

least well enough ahead of the Expo Line Santa 

Monica extension opening. 

Southern California Transit Advocates plans to 

have booths at both the above events.  This 

year's Fullerton Railroad days will be held on 

Saturday, April 30th and Sunday, May 1st, at its 

usual spot in the parking lot just northeast of 

the Fullerton train station.  Volunteers are need-

ed to staff the booth and bring the SOCATA 

banner, flyers, and newsletters.  Information on 

the event is at http://www.scrpa.net/

scrrdays.htm . 

SOCATA also expects to have a booth for the 

Expo Line extension opening.  The new Culver 

City to Santa Monica section is currently sched-

uled to begin carrying passengers on Friday, 

May 20th, though Grand Opening events and 

locations have not arrived here as of press time. 

Another line extension opening soon is Metrol-

ink's Perris Valley addition to the 91 Line.  This 

will happen sometime in late March or early 

April (as of press time, unofficial sources say 

Monday, April 4th).  Dana Gabbard was able to 

attend the dedication ceremonies last December 

11th, and offers a report elsewhere in this issue. 

Based on the attending crowds, the kickoff of 

the Gold Line extension from Pasadena to Azusa 

on March 5th was a huge success.  I made it out 

to the SOCATA booth at Azusa Downtown sta-

tion, though will wait a few weeks before going 

back out to ride the line.  SOCATA president 

Nate Zablen offers this editorial: 

 "What momentous events for public transit in 

Southern California!  On March 5th the long an-

ticipated Gold Line Extension serving the cities 

of Arcadia, Monrovia, Duarte, Irwindale and Az-

usa (2 stations) will open. On March 1st the 

long awaited NoHo to Pasadena daily Metro Ex-

press Service Line 501 began.  There will finally 

be a light rail line running deep into the San Ga-

briel Valley and an all-day express bus link be-

tween the San Fernando and San Gabriel Val-

leys. 

"Ridership will probably be modest in the first 

few weeks of service on both lines.  However, as 

word gets out that there are alternatives to 

driving on the clogged 134 Foothill Freeway 

there will be a steady increase in patronage of 

these lines.   Sure, there is absolutely no guar-

antee that vehicular traffic will decrease be-

cause of these new services but this will give 

commuters additional options to avoid the 

stress of freeway driving and traffic jams. I urge 

all of you to experience the pleasure of visiting 

the San Gabriel and San Fernando Valleys with-

out having to deal with road rage or very slow 

local buses where multiple transfers may be re-

quired to reach your destinations." 

Hank Fung renewed the www.socata.net domain 

name for $19.98 for two years. He notes this is 

an in-kind donation to the group and is not 

seeking reimbursement, just acknowledgment in 

the next newsletter. Thanks! 

Contributors to this issue include JK Drummond, 

Dominick Falzone, Alek Friedman, Hank Fung, 

Dana Gabbard, Andy Novak, Perias Pillay, John 

Ulloth, and Nate Zablen. 
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TRANSIT UPDATES 

 Arcadia Transit 

New fixed-route service from Arcadia Gold Line 

station to City Hall, Santa Anita, Westfield Mall, 

and the County Arboretum debuted on March 

5th.  Service runs roughly ever 25 minutes eve-

ry day, and fare will be free until June 15th.  

Not coincidentally, the City of Arcadia will 

change its dial-a-ride program on June 15th, 

limiting rides after that date to seniors and disa-

bled. 

First trip for Arcadia Transitôs new fixed route, at Ar-

boretum 3/5/16 ð Mark Strickert photo 

City of Burbank 

The city is holding a community meeting re-

garding a proposed pedestrian bridge between 

the Airport Regional Intemodal Transportation 

Center and the airport.  The meeting takes 

place Wednesday, March 16th, 5:30 to 7:30PM 

at Bob Hope Airport.  Details at http://

www.burbankca.gov/home/showdocument?

id=34669 

Flyaway 

Per Dominick Falzone: 

"The Flyaway airport bus system has added 2 

additional stops for service to Los Angeles Inter-

national Airport.  The new stops are near the 

Metro Orange Line busway's Woodley Station, 

and at the downtown Long Beach Transit Mall. 

"The buses which stop at the Orange Line are 

an added stop for the route already serving the 

Van Nuys Airport's Flyaway bus terminal.   

"The Long Beach Transit Mall provides connec-

tions to Los Angeles [city] Department of Trans-

portation buses, Metro buses, Metro Blue Line 

light rail trains, Long Beach Transit buses, and 

Torrance Transit buses.  Downtown Long Beach 

itself has a large population of residents and ho-

tel guests. 

"Flyaway buses currently pick up LAX airport-

bound passengers from 7 locations--- Van Nuys 

Airport, the Metro Orange Line Woodley station, 

Union Station, Hollywood, Westwood, Santa 

Monica, and Long Beach.  Flyaway buses have 

discontinued service to 2 additional locations---

the Expo Line La Brea station, and the city of 

Irvine. 

"Los Angeles World Airports has completed its 

legal obligation to expand Flyaway service, ac-

cording to its website.  The Flyaway buses are a 

service of Los Angeles World Airports.  Los An-

geles World Airports is a department of the Los 

Angeles city government, which owns Los Ange-

les International Airport and Van Nuys Airport.  

"In addition to the Flyaway buses, Los Angeles 

International Airport has service from Metro 

buses and trains.  The municipal bus systems of 

Santa Monica, Culver City, Torrance, and Re-

dondo Beach also travel to the airport. 

"The Los Angeles city government pays private 

companies to operate Flyaway buses, airport 

shuttle buses which operate on the streets, and 

Los Angeles Department of Transportation buses 

(ñDASHò and ñCommuter Expressò routes).  The 

city government may operate its own buses on 
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the airfield, itself.  The city of Redondo Beach 

pays a private company to operate its Beach 

Cities Express bus routes.  The cities of Santa 

Monica, Culver City, Torrance, and Long Beach 

operate their own buses 280 have been extend-

ed to connect with Azusa Intermodal Transit 

Center, also now served by a commute-hour 

Line 496 to downtown Los Angeles; Line 272 

now connects with the new Duarte Gold Line 

Station; and Lines 284 and 488 have been ex-

tended to the Citrus/APU [Citrus College and 

Azusa Pacific U] Gold Line Station. 

Line 272 will no longer travel along Commerce 

Dr. and Rivergrade Rd. in Baldwin Park, and will 

not longer serve the Baldwin Park Metrolink. 

Line 284 has been extended to Foothill Blvd. 

and Citrus Ave., just north of Citrus College. 

Line 488 will no longer travel on Cameron Ave. 

between Vincent Ave. and Citrus Ave. in Covina, 

instead routed along Rowland Ave. Line 488 

customers may use Line 281 which travels 

along Cameron Ave. in West Covina. 

Line 499 has an added trip, leaving Via Verde 

Park & Ride at 5:20AM 

 

Foothill Transit planners will be meeting the rid-

ing public at various locations during the first 

half of April.  Check www.foothilltransit.org/

meettheplanner for locations and dates. 

Los Angeles Dep't of Transportation 

Commuter Express 438 operates two different 

weekday westbound trips at 3:45 PM, one from 

Downtown to the Beach Cities, and another to 

the Marine Park and Ride Lot.  LADOT suggests 

checking the headsign on the front of the bus 

before you board. 

Los Angeles METRO 

New Line 501 began daily express service on 

March 1st, serving limited stops in North Holly-

wood, Burbank, Glendale, and Pasadena.  

https://www.metro.net/riding/line501/ 

The Expo Line extension from Culver City to 

Santa Monica starts Friday, May 20th. 

City of Monrovia 

The city has revived its weekend evening shut-

tle bus, to connect their Old Town restaurant 

district with the new Metro Rail Gold Line exten-

sion.  Stops are at the Monrovia Library, on the 

southbound side of Myrtle Ave. just south of 

Palm Ave., and at Station Square, southbound 

Primrose Ave. south of Pomona Ave.  Service 

operates Friday and Saturday, every 30 minutes 

from 5:00 PM to 9:45 PM, with $1.00 fare or 

transfer/pass/TAP from Metro or from Foothill 

Transit. 

City of Newport Beach 

Mass Transit Magazine reported that the city will 

apply for a grant from Orange County Transpor-

tation Authority (OCTA) to begin a shuttle route 

for the Balboa peninsula.  The shuttle is ex-

pected to operate only on summer weekends, to 

partially replace service OCTA is removing with 
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