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At our July 14 meeting the proposed bylaw
amendments published in the newsletter
earlier this year were ratified by the
members except the one regarding section
3.4.4, which will receive further review.
Also Vice President Loui indicated he has
other amendments he would like to offer
for consideration. It is our hope by the end
of the year to finish updating the
bylaws and send all the members a copy of
the revised bylaws.

Our next owl service study tour is
tentatively scheduled for Saturday Aug. 25.
Charles Powell is planning the itinerary.
We'll meet at 8 p.m. at the aquarium in the
East Portal building near the Gateway
Transit Center at Union Station and spend
the evening and early morning riding MTA
service throughout the metro area. At our
Aug. 11 meeting final input will be
accepted and a plan finalized. If you plan
to participate and miss the meeting on the
11th call our hotline to
confirm the date since there is a chance we
may change it to the August 18th
due to scheduling conflicts.

Upcoming presentations at our monthly
meetings will include accessibility, the city
of Los Angeles street furniture contract
negotiations and the status of Metro Rapid.

Newsletter expenses have increased this

y~ar with 50% more pages and a postal
rate increase. One way members could
help our current budgetary woes would be
by donating a portion of their federal
advance tax payment/refund. Any amount
is appreciated.

July 15 A seminar on "Getting Where you
Want to Go in the 21st Century" was
held at the Sepulveda Unitarian
Universalist Society in North Hills. Members
who spoke and/or aided In putting the
program on included John Ulloth,
Kymberleigh Richards, Perias Pillay, and
Tim Adams. Other speakers included
Darrell Clarke and Jan Kidwell ofthe local
Sierra Club chapter Transportation
Committee. Our thanks to Laura Smith of
the Society for the opportunity to share
information.

Our members at the July meeting
overwhelmingly voted for Colonial Buffet in
Long Beach as the venue for our holiday
event. Executive Secretary Gabbard
will make the necessary arrangements in
the coming month.

A follow-up meeting of the California Riders
Federation is scheduled for
Thursday Aug. 16 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
MTA headquarters (1 Gateway Plaza).

The Southern California Transportation and
Land Use Coalition is sponsoring
"Designing Walkable Communities", a free
presentation and discussion with Dan
Burden on Monday, August 13th at the
CalTech campus from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30.
p.m.

Additional LAX expansion meetings are to
be held (and comment period extended to
5 p.m. Sept. 24). See calendar section
(to pg. 11)
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Our latest batch of correspondence
included proposing candidates Mayor
Hahn
consider appointing to the MTA Board,
communicating concerns to the L.A.
City Council regarding the street furniture
negotiations, request Glendale not -route
buses off Brand Blvd. and offer incoming
MTA CEO Roger Snoble a Transit Guide to
familiarize himself with service in our
region.

Public Affairs director Kymberleigh
Richards presented our position on MTA's
service change proposals and Metro Rapid
program expansion at the July 14 public
hearing. Our full statement is posted on
the SO.CA.TA website (along with a
statement submitted separately by
Director Phil Capo on his own behalf). Our
thanks to the ad-hoc group which helped
put together this impressive document.

Strangely the Bus Riders Union was
barely visible at the event: no table laden
with propaganda, hardly a yellow shirt
present and only a junior staffer sent as a
representative to make rather pro-forma
comments. She consumed the entire 5
minutes allocated to the BRU to spouting
dogma and didn't make sure to leave time
to comment on the specific proposals
(which I guess indicates what their
priorities are). Also BRU head honcho Eric

Mann did not return a phone request from
California Corridors for an interview.
How often do they spurn a media inquiry?
The resulting article in the July 27 edition
("Crusaders for L.A. buses give MTA
unending scrap") mostly relied on
information and web resources I provided
regarding the BRU. I was gratified to be
quoted regarding the consent decree "No
[large metropolitan] city in world can
meet those requirements. No standing
loads at rush hour?"

Not that the BRU haven't been busy. They
mounted a laughable campaign to
promote Barbara lott-Holland as a
candidate for being the bus rider James
Hahn appointed to the MTA Board (see
below for who Hahn choose instead).
Also July 12 Eric Mann, Kikanza Ramsey
and Manual Criollo met with Mayor Hahn's
deputy on transportation issues Brian
Williams. A BRU flyer I found rolled up on
the sidewalk states Williams assured the
BRU delegation that Mayor Hahn, "is
committed to his campaign promise to
prioritize the bus system". Specifically
that Hahn would fulfill his promise to
pursue MTA dropping its appeal to the 9th
Circuit and the agency comply with the
order from Judge Hatter to purchase 350
additional buses. The flyer states ''To win
these buses, the Mayor will need seven
votes - he [only] controls four votes
on the MTA board" and hints the BRU
plans to have a large turnout at the
August and September board meetings in
support of motions by Hahn. Given the
general feeling among the other board
members toward the BRU it is hard to see
what this will accomplish (beyond giving
Mann another excuse to land in the
newspaper and denounce the MTA). I
pointed out these facts in my letter in the
July 13 L.A. Weekly. Maybe Hahn will
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start learning to be morecareful about
what he promises and to who.

At least Mayor Hahn kept his promise to
appoint a bus rider to the MTA board:
Allison Yoh, a UCLA Urban Planning student
who interned at MTA
(http://www.bol.ucla.edu/ •••ayoh).In
addition Hahn appointed to the Board
Paul Hudson, President of Broadway
Federal, the largest African American
owned bank in the United States, and
reappointed Councilman Hal Bernson.

"Friends of Southern California's Highways"
is dedicated to building and expanding
freeways. Usenet fixture Donald Hagstrom
is one of the folks behind this effort:
http://www .fixtraffic.org/
Words fail me.

I was quoted in the July 9 Los Angeles

On July 15 A seminar on "Getting Where
you Want to Go in the 21st Century" was
held at the Sepulveda Unitarian
Universalist Society in North Hills.
Members who spoke and/or aided in
putting the program on included John
Ulloth, Kymberleigh Richards, Perias Pillay,
Nate Zablen, and Tim Adams. Other
speakers included Darrell Clarke and Jan
Kidwell of the local Sierra Club chapter
Transportation Committee. Our thanks to
Laura Smith of the Society for the
opportunity to share information.

Business Journal ("L.A. 's Clogged
Artery") on Beverly Hills' plans to repave
the stretch of Wilshire within its
boundaries. At my prompting reporter
Howard Fine contacted member Harold
Katz who I was happy to see was also
quoted.

In the coming month I am hoping to hold a
strategy meeting for conceptualizing and
planning the initial stages of the Metro
Rapid campaign. I am very excited about
the potential this project has for raising our
profile and resulting in a significant
improvement to public transportation
performance in Los Angeles county (and
perhaps even adjacent counties?).
Members interested in participating can
contact me via e-mail
(dgabbard@hotmail.com) or phone (213­
388-2364). (Dana Gabbard)

Thomas Rubin has collaborated with
consultant Wendell Cox on a number of
transit studies (sample title: Trolley Folly)
for the Texas Public Policy
Foundation: http://www.tppf.org/
tra nsit/transit. html

Rubin was also quoted in the L.A. Times
July 16 article "Plan May Do Little to
Unclog Freeways".

correction: Jane Reifer also attended the
Caltrans Transportation Furtures
seminar held at Universal City .•
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Charles Hobbs first proposed the idea of
having a study tour on local transit that
followed historic route 66 from San
Bernardino to Santa Monica.
Itineraries for starting from either end
were developed and at the May 12
SO.CA.TA meeting potential participants
voted on which they preferred. Starting
the trip from San Bernardino via
Metrolink was the winner. A rendezvous
was set for Saturday May 19, 8:45 a.m.,
at Union Station. This would ensure
people had enough time to buy tickets,
walk to the platform and board before the
9 a.m. departure (from experience I can
assure you those Metrolink trains depart
on time). After an informal howdy among
those gathered in Union Station we made
our way to the train and rode on the top
level of the last car, which we nearly had
to ourselves.

At this point our party included members
Russ Jones, Mike Baron, Charles Powell,
Mark Strickert, Steve Stone (with sons
Orion-age 5, and Cory-age 6), Armando
Avalos, Woody Rosner and Dana
Gabbard plus ally/bus fan deluxe Andy
Novak and Chaffee Yiu, a student at Long
Beach State University who has been an
active busfan via the internet.

After a cup of coffee Mike relaxed and
watched the passing scenery. Steve
and Chaffey also indulged in this.

Meanwhile most of the others passed
around the bus photos Russ had brought
and talked about bus fan topics. As
we passed the Vineland Drive-in, it was
pointed out it now has been converted
into a swap meet. For some reason this
caused Armando consternation (I guess it
is an inside joke). Charles Hobbs boarded
at Claremont station. As he made his way
through the train looking for us he
noted most of the passengers were inner­
city folk on their way to visit relatives in
San Bernardino; many were asleep. He
finally made his way to the last car and
joined our group. We arrived at San
Bernardino 10:22 a.m., about 15 minutes
ahead of schedule.

Since the station is a mile or so from the
downtown transit mall we made our way
to 3rd St and caught Omnitrans route 1B
at 10:35 a.m. This bus was a New Flyer
low floor (#0106 - the first two digits of
the bus number are for the year it was
placed in'service). There were 10
passengers (all ride counts in this report
EXCLUDE MEMBERS). Most of us bought
$2.50 day passes since we expected to
ride several Omnitrans routes in our
quest to follow route 66. The passes are
printed by the farebox, much like Foothill
transfers. The bus had two steps to the
upper level in the back. Some of the
seats in the back section were side
facing. At the Carousel Mall stop in
downtown San Bernardino some of the
group got off to have breakfast. The rest
of us rode to 5th and Arrowhead then
walked to E and 4th. I noticed in the time
since I had last been to the transit mall
that the multistory Caltrans District 8
headquarters had finally been finished. It
had been under construction for as long
as I have been using the Transit Mall (at
least 5 years). Across the street was a
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new CinemaStar megaplex which we
learned had been built in the past year.

We were undertaking a small side-trip to
enhance the historic tone of our outing.
Omnitrans rt.2 (another New Flyer low
floor, #0039) arrived at 11:12 a.m. (4
minutes behind schedule). As we boarded
we inserted the daypasses into a slot on
the GF1 farebox which verified they were
valid. There were 11 passengers aboard
during our short trip to 14th and E, which
turned out to be a rather non-descript,
bleak neighborhood. A small sign on a
light pole noted we were on "Historic
Route 66". After crossing the street we
arrived at our destination: San Bernardino
Route 66 Museum at 1398 North E Street.
The first thing we noticed was Steve Stone
and his sons (who had gotten off at the
Carousel Mall) somehow arrived at the
museum ahead of us. Upon entering the
Museum we encountered a mind boggling
collection of McDonald's memorabilia. It
turns out that 1398 is where the original
McDonald's stand was located. Local
entrepreneur Albert Okura, who owns the
Juan Polio restaurant chain, bought the
building presently on the site and turned it
into a museum dedicated to McDonald's
and route 66. Toward the back of the
building was rt.66 memorabilia - road
signs, photos, etc. (For more on the
museum see http://wemweb.com/chr66a/
sbr66_museum/sbr66_museum. html)

We spent an enjoyable 20 minutes looking
about (1 even bought some postcards
of the original McDonald's) before catching
another route 2 bus (New Flyer low floor
#0028) at 11 :42 p.m. with 11 passengers
south on E Street back to the transit mall.
At one point the CNG bus stalled, which
we were told often occurs when the
weather is hot. More passengers boarded
as we made our way toward downtown.

Also we passed several bus shelters that
had' Omnitrans system maps on the wall.

At 4th and E we deboarded and
encountered Chaffee, who said goodbye
before taking off to study for finals. Our
next bus for route 14 (New Flyer low
floor #0022) arrived at our transit mall
stop at 12:03 p.m. with the others in our
party already onboard. As we departed,
there were 17 passengers. This particular
bus route is one of Omnitrans heavier
used ones, as indicated by the daytime 15
minute headways. We passed through an
industrial area, which included the
Omnitrans' San Bernardino yard. Then
came a well known rt.66 landmark: the
Wig Warn Motel (a cluster of teepee­
shaped units made of cement). Meanwhile
the bus fans had resumed their sharing of
bus photos. The area we were passing
through seemed to be economically
distressed, with many buildings shuttered
and very minimal business activity (fast
food and strip malls). As we continued,
the surroundings (which overall were a a
mixture of open fields and suburban
development) became a bit more affluent;
service stations starting popping up).
Ridership was steady, with some
boardings and deboardings along the way.
We arrived at the Fontana Metrolink
station at 12:45 p.m. Waiting for us there
was member Jaime Alcoba, who joined the
trip.

At 1:05 p.m. we boarded Omnitrans aptly
named route 66 (a TMC RTS high
floor #1682) with 8 passengers. A plate
above the front window announced our
driver was named Holgun. The air
conditioning was much welcomed after our
exploration of the station environs. As we
progressed on Foothill Blvd. it transitioned
from a commercial district to one more
rural/agricultural. We also passed the
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