TRANSIT UPDATES =~ =

Foothill is proposing a somewhat milder
fare increase than originally planned:

» express passes for college students,
originally to rise as high as $53, will now
only cost $30. (Local-fare college passes
will cost $21, up from $17)

» Express cash fares for the senior/disabled
riders will be $.45, no $.55 as proposed.

* Most other fares will rise about 22%. For
instance, the regular local cash fare will be
$1.10 (up from $.90)

+ The monthly pass will now be good for
31-days after purchase/activation.
(Omnitrans and OCTA already use this type
of pass)

These new fares must still be approved by
the Foothill Transit board in September.

Also, the joint MTA-Foothill pass will be
discontinued as of October, because the
12-agency regional “EZ-Pass” will be
available by then.

The City of Pomona is running a new
"Shopper’s Shuttle” general public dial-a-
ride service. Service will be provided within
areas north of Holt Avenue on Monday,
Wednesday and Saturday, and to areas
south of Holt on Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday. Fare is $1 each way. For more
information, 909-868-7755.

Mike Divindo provides the following
information on SCAT service changes:

* #1 (Port Hueneme) - Saturday headways
now 15 min. to maintain smooth

transfers from Route #7.

* #3 (Southside) - No longer linked to
#7/9. Headways now 40 min.

s #7 (South Oxnard) - Now a separate
route from #3. Service on Gisler -

loop (former #9) extends north to Oxnard
Blvd./Commercial Ave. Headways

now 40 min.

¢ #8 (Lemonwood-Oxnard College) - New
Sunday service along usual route, with
headways of approx. 70 min.

e #9 (Gisler) - No longer exists as a
separately-numbered route, but

now part of #7. Headways now 40 min.

Also the following VISTA service changes
101 (Ventura-Thousand Oaks) - The
weekday 9:00am run from Pacific View Mall
(southbound) stops at the Oaks Mall before
arriving at Thousand Oaks Transit Center
at 9:58am; it used to stop at TOTC first.
(Some riders have complained over the
past year about the half-hour-long

wait at TOTC before leaving for Oaks Mall

on the 10:25am northbound run.)

Coastal Express (Ventura-Santa Barbara-
Goleta) - Two of the weekday peak-hour
runs (one northbound, one southbound)
will stop at the Technology Development
Center in Ventura (5200 Valentine Road,
near Hwy. 101/Victoria Ave.). The
southbound (Ventura) 6:15 am run from
SBMTD Transit Center arrives at TDC
approx. 7:30am. A northbound (Santa
Barbara) return trip leaves TDC at 5:05pm.

CSUCI-Oxnard - Now stops at Oxnard
College en route (but not going back the
other way!) to CSUCI, Mon-Sat.

"~ By a 8-7 vote, the Metropolitan Transit

Development Board opted on June 28 to
not raise fares on September 1, 2002. San
Diego's $2 base fare is one of the highest
base fares in the nation and the highest
among the top 50 transit agencies in the
country.
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BULLETIN BOARD

At our Juhe meeting John Ulloth was
elected a Director-at-Large by
acclimation. Also President Sharp
announced for now we will not continue
exploring a change in our tax status.

Due to personal commitments$ Jane
Matsumoto of MTA is unable to make a
presentation at our August meeting. We
may arrahge 3 briefing an the

Universal Fare System and the new EZ
Pass by Ms. Matsumoto during weekday
early evening hours in September. We'd
appreciate members letting us know if
they would attend such an event.

Odyssey will be hosting a free
transportation academy training seminar
September 20-21 in Los Angeles. Topics
include membership development, media
relations, transportation policy and
funding plus more. For further .
information contact Elizabeth Murphy of
Odyssey at (916) 448-1687 ext. 5 or

go to http://www.odyssey.org.

We will discuss the draft transit
coordination position paper prepared by
Director Phil Capo. Plus our new

t-shirts will be distributed.

Our next study tour will be the annual
night owl service exploration, this

year being planned by Director Phil Capo.

The trip will begin Saturday August 31 at
8:30 p.m. at the fish tank in the East
Portal building next to the Gateway

Transit Plaza. Phil plans to explore service
during owl hours on MTA lines 18 and 4

lus the late evening connection of MTA
ines 30/31 with Big Blue Bus line 7 at
Pico/Rimpau.

Input from members is solicited regarding
how we should commemorate the
opening of the Gold Line next year.
Besides a t-shirt other ideas our regalia
committee are contemplating include a
cap or button. Also should we consider
selling memorabilia at any booth we have
during the opening weekend?

http://www.voteyesonprop51.org is the
new website for Prop 51, the Plannihg
and Conservation League transportation
funding measure on the November
ballot that SO.CA.TA has endorsed

Friday August 9 The Pacific Railroad
Society will have as a guest speaker
MTA CEO Roger Snoble. The meeting
begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Joslyn Cénter
(Alhambra Room) in Alhambra, 210 N.
Chapel Ave. PRS encourages all
intereésted advocates to attend.

As always, The Transit Advocate needs
articles, letters, Transit Tips, photographs
and research from all members and
interested non-membpers. All materials
should be sent to 3010 Wilshire #362,
Los Angeles, CA 90010. (or e-mailed to
transit@lerami. lerctr.org). Material for
ublication should be received two weeks
efore the scheduled SO.CA.TA meeéting.m

http://socata.lerctr.org

...will return next month.
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"MTA SECTORS charles P. Hobbs * _

In response to a call for local control over
certain bus operations in Los Angeles
Courity, the management of the MTA’s bus
system is being decentralized. Instead of
all of the planning decisions coming from
Dowhtown, most these decisions will be
made by one of five sector offices (San
Fernando, San Gabriel, South Bay,
Gateway and Central-Westside). The Metro
Rail system (Red, Blue, Green and Gold
Lines) will remain under the control of the
MTA Board of Directors.

The bus routes have beeh placed in three
categories.:

¢ Tier 1: Core regional service. These lines
typically have headways of 10-minutes or
better, carry over 10,000 daily boardings,
and tun at least 18 hours per day. (Note
that all rail and Rapijd Bus lines are in Tier
1). Many of these routes are prime
candidates for Rapid Bus service.

e Tier 2: Intercommunity bus lines. These
lines have at least 2,000 daily boardings,
and tend to be longer routes serving many
communities along their length. But due to
the nature of their service area, or other
factors, they are not as productive as the

“Tier 1 lines. Note that all of MTA's freeway

express lines, except #561, fall into Tier 2.

» Tier 3: Community routes. These routes
carry less than 2,000 people per day and
often run on residential or other secondary
streets. A lot of “shuttle” services (such as
those serving the Green Line stations in El
Segundo) also fall into Tier 3. Sectors are
responsible for scheduling Tier 2 and 3
lines. Altérnate service provisions (dial-a-
ride, transfer to other operators, smaller
vans instead of buses) might be made for
certain Tier 3 routes.

Some Tier 1 bus lines are designated as
“Corporate”; this means that, aithough
they will still be managed by the sector
that they pass through, MTA Board
approval will he required to make major
changes to them.

The sector offices for the San Fernando and
San Gabriel Valley sectors are in operation
now; the rest are expected to come on-line
by September 1. At this time, details of the
composition and responsibilities of the
Governance Councils for each sector are

still being worked out. m

, It has been reported during negotiations over reauthorization of federal
AC TI ON transportation funding legislation that the Bush Administration will seek ta limit the

ALERT

federal match for transit project capital funding under New Starts to 50%, while
keeping the match for highway prajects at 80%. The General Accounting QOffice in a

; recent report noted thig disparity may incline local plannihg agencies to favor
highway projects over transit. This would constitute a great step backward in federal transportation

policy.

Let the President know you want parity between transit and highway funding:

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Comment line: 202-456-1111
Fax: 202-456-2461

E-Mail: president@whitehouse.gov

KEY POINTS:

CAPPING FEDERAL CONTRIBUTION TO TRANSIT PROJECTS VERSUS HIGHWAYS WILL PROVIDE
INCENTIVE FOR CHOQSING ROAD PROJECTS TO MAXIMIZE FEDERAL FUNDING .

PARITY BETWEEN HIGHWAYS AND TRANSIT KEY PRINICPLE OF PREVIOUS TRANSPORTATION
FUNDING ACTS (ISTEA/TEA21) AND SHOULD BE CONTINUED
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MTA Lines by sector. Tier number in panentheses *. Contract line
CORPORATE (all are Tier 1)

4/304
14/37
28/328

Santa Ménica Bivd.
Beverly-W. Adams
W. Olympic BI

83/84/85 Eagle Rock, Glendale

30/31
33/333
40/340/442

'W Pico Blvd .-E. 1st St. - Floral Dr.
Venice Blvd.
Hawthorne Blvd -LAX- LA

45/46/345 Broadway -Mercury Av

111/311
115/315
1807181
204/354
207/357
210/310
251/252
260

233/561
720

Central Av.

Long Beé&ch Blvd. - Santa Fe Ay,
LA - El Monte via Garvey Av.

LA - San Fernando

Vernon Av, - La Cienega Bivd.
LAX - Florence Ave -

Manchester Av. - Firestone Bivd.
Hollywood - Glendale - Pasadena
Vermont Av.

Western Av.

Vine St.-Crenshaw Bivd.

Soto St.

Atlantic Blvd.

LAX - Westwood - Van Nuys Bivd.
Whittier / Wilshire (Rapid Bus)

GATEWAY (Alsd responsible for schedufing ali contracted lines)

55 (1)
56 (3)
58* (3)
107 (2)
112 (3)
125* (2)
127 (3)
128* (3)
130* (3)
205* (3)
265/275 (3)..
266* (2)
362 (2)
460 (2)
631* (3)

Compton Av

Wilmington Av

Alameda B

54th St

Florence Ay-Otis St.

Rosecrans Blvd,

Compton Bl-Belifjower Blvd.

MLK Jr. Transit Center - La Mirada
Artesia Bl

Wilmington Bivd-S. Western Av.

.- Paramount Blvd

LakeWood Blvd-Rosemead Bivd.* " ™
LA-SFS-Norwalk-Haw, Gardens
LA-Norwalk-Disngyland

Lakewood Green Line Shuttle

SAN FERNANDQ VALLEY

90/91 (1)
92/93/410 (2)
96* (2)
150/249 (1)
152 (1)

154 (2}

156 (1)

158 (2)

161 (3)

163 (1)
164/165 (1)
166 (1)
167% (2)
168 (3)

169 (2)
183/234 (2)
230/235 (2)
236 (3)

243 (2)

245 (3)

418 (2)

426 (2)
651/653 (speciat)
750 (1)

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

18 (1)

LA-Sunland-Sylmar
LA-Glendale-Burbank-San Fndo
LA-Riverside Dr.

Ventura Blvd/Reseda Blvil-Universal City
Fallbrook Av-Roscoe Blvd-Vineland
Tampa Av- Burbank Blvd - Oxnard
Panorama Cty/Van Nuys/NHollywood/LACC
Devonshire St. - Woodman Ay
Westlake-Canoga Park

Sherman Way - Hollywoed Bivd
Vanowen St. / Victory Blvd

Mordhoff St. - Lankershirh Bivd.
Plummer-Coldwater Cyn-Chatsworth TC
Lassen St. - Paxton St

Saticoy St. - Sunland Bivd
$epulveda-Magnolia-Glendale.

Laurel Cyn/White Oak Av

Balboa Bivd-Woodley Av

De Soto Av-Winnetka Av:

Topanga Cyn-Mutholland-VvalCir
LA-Roscce Blvd-Northridge Exp

$an Fernando-Wijlshire Blvd Exp
Hollywood Bowl Special

Ventura Bl (Rapid Bus)

W. 6th St Whlttler Bivd.

T 202 (3)

65 (2)
66.(1) .
68 (1)

76 (1)
78/79 (1)
81 (1)

170 (3)

176 (3)
177* (3)
188 (2)

201 (3)
250/253 (3)
254%

255 (3)
256* (3)
258/259 (3)
264 (3)

267 (3)

268 (2)
270% (3)
401 {2)
471 (3)
483/485 (2)
484 (2)
487/491 (2)
489 (2)

490 (2)

Washington-Indiana-Gage

E. Olympic Blvd. -\W 8th St.

W. Washington Blvd. - Chavez Av.
LA - El Monte via Valley Bivd.

LA - Alhambra - South Arcadia
Figueroa St

Héllman Av- El Monte

Glassell Pk-H'land Pk-Alhmbra-EM
LCF-Pasadena-Arcadia-Duarte

N. Fair Qaks. - Colorado- Duarte
Silverlake Blvd250
Béyle-State/Euclid- Evergreen
Gége Av. - Lorena St

Griffin Av-County Hosp- Rowan
Eastern-CSULA-Av.64 - Nerth Hill
Eastern-Arizona Av- Alhambra
San Gabriel Bivd. - Altadena Dr.
Tempie City Bivd. - Del Mar Bivd.
Washington Bivd. - Baldwin Av.
Peck-Pioneer Blvd:Studebaker Rd.
LA - Pasadena - N. Allen Express
Whittier - La Habra - Brea Mall

LA -Altadena Exprass

LA-El Monfe-LaPuénte-Pomona Exp
LA- Sierra Madre/Sta Anita Exp.
LA - Hastings Ranch Express
LA-El Monfe-Covina-DBar-Brea Exp

Shuttle lines 605* and 620 are Tier 3

SOUTH BAY
42(2)
102 (3)
108 (1)
110 (2)
117 (1)
119/126  (3)
120/121  (2)
124 (3):

206 (1)

209 (3)
211/215  (3)
212 (1)

214% (3)
225/226* (3)
232* (2)

305 (2)

439 (2)

446/447 (2)
550 (2)
657 (special)

LAUS-MLK BI-LAX

E Jefferson Bivd.- Coliseum St.
Slauson Ay,

Gage-Centinela- Fox Hills Mall
Céntury Bivd-Tweedy Bivd119
108th/ Yukon Av- Manh Bch Bivd
LAX-Imperial Hwy-Norwalk M'link
El Segundp Bivd. - Santa Fe Av.

" " Willowbrk-Compton-Wilmingtori

Normandie Av,

Véan Ness Av. - Arfington Av.

Prairie Av/Inglewood Av

La Brea Av

Artesia Transit Center Shuttle
LAX-Aviation Blvd-Palos Verdes
Pacific Coast Hwy.

W. Hollywood-Imperial Stn

LA-LAX - Redondo Beach Express
LA-Torrance-Palos Verdes Express
LA - Alping Village - San Padro Express
LA-Wilmington - San Pedro Express
San Pedro / W. Hollywood Express
Torrance - Hollywood Bowj

Shuttle lines 608*, 625%,626*, and 646* are all Tier 3

WESTSIDE CENTRAL
2/3/302 (1)
10/11/48 (1)
16/316 (1)
70/21 (1)
22(3) |
26/51/352 (2)
38/71 (1)
175 (3)
200 (1)
217 (1)
218* (3)
220 (3)
434 (2)
576 (2)

603* (3)

Sunset Blvd. -Beverly Dr.
Meirose-Virgil Av-Temple- San Pedro
W. 3rd St.

" Wilshire Bivd. -UCLA -Santa Monica

Century City - Brehtwood Shuttle

7th St. -Virgil Av. -Franklin Av.- Avalon BI.
W. Jefferson Blvd. / City Tarrace

Fountain Av. - Talmadge St. - Hyperion Av.
Alvarado St.- Eche Park Ay.

Hellywood Blvd. - Fairfax Av.

Laure! Cagyon Blvd

Rebertson Bivd, - Culver Blvd. - LAX

LA -Santa Monica - Malibu - Trancas Ex
S.Los Angeles Pacific Pajisades Express
Rampart BI Hoover St. - Colorado St.
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NCTD EXCURSION Dpana Gabbard

In 1998 we rode a NCTD bus as part of our
annual day after Thanksgiving trip, but
spent most of our time in the Southern
part of San Diego county. Since North
County Transit District recently
implemented an extensive restructuring as
part of its strategic long-term plan known
as Fast Forward it seemed appropriate to
havé as our 2nd study tour of the year an
exploration of the NCTD system. The trip
date was set for Saturday June 1 to

take advantage of NCTD's policy of transit
centers being open on weekends only
when the first of the month falls on a
weekend. This would facilitate our
purchasing day passes, which are sold in
NCTD's service area only at Transit Center
ticket windows.

We departed Union Station at 7:20 a.m,
on Amtrak Surfliner train #568, riding on
the upper level of the cafe car. Members
present included Woody Rosner, Ken
Ruben, Dana Gabbard, Art Tomlin, Ed Gills
and Michael Milroy. Tina Erickson boarded
in Orange County to join us. Some of us
availed ourselves of the cafe offerings
while sightseeing the passing scenery. At
various times this included industrial sites,
strawberry fields and suifers bobbing up
and down in ocean swells.

We arrived at Oceanside at 9:15 a.m. (one
minute late) ahd linked up with trip
planner Lionel Jones (see sidebar for
details on his trip t¢ Oceanside on
Greyhound). The Oceanside Transit center
is a true multi-modal facility served by
NCTD buses, Greyhound, Coaster and
Metrolink commuter trains plus Amtrak
Surfliner intercity rail service. Plus it has
bathrooms, a mini-sized Burger King, gift
shop and nicely laid out bus pull in/pull out
oval and a ticket window. First order of
business was to go to the ticket window
and buy day passes (after some first made
use of the facilities). And this is when we
hit a snag. The ticket sales attendant

out all the day passes she had been given
and she had no means of obtaining more
because NCTD's administrative offices
were closed. Ken Ruben termed this "a
super atrocity". Four members were able
to buy passes while the rest pinned their
hopes on the Escondido Transit Center still
having some.

At 9:31 a.m. we boarded line 320, a
Fixible #925. Ridership was a healthy 28
passengers (all ride counts exclude study
tour participants). Member Philip
Provencio boarded to join us 6n our .
adventure. At the El Camino Real Mall
about 15 deboarded. Soon thée bus was
whizzing along. At one point we noted a
bike lane which appeared to be getting

" healthy use by the locals. Finally we

reached Escondido, which appeared to be
your basic suburb. But the Estondido
Transit Center was anything but basic. A
nice restroom (nicer than the one at
Oceanside). A small eatery and a

' combination Greyhound station/snack

shop. Lots of shady places to sit while
waiting for your connecting bus and
signage for which bus served which pult-in
slot. Just as I had in 1998 1 wondered to
myself why can't we have more facilities
like this in L.A, County. The sole
disappointment was the ticket window had
been issued NO day passes for selling that
weekend. On a happier note rnember Chris
Flescher ¢f San Diego (who had come via
San Diego Transit routes 15 and 20 and
NCTD route 350) joined us here.

At 10:30 a.m. we boarded line 388,
another Fixible (#900) with 14
passengers. This bus serves several
casinos operating 6 round trips Monday-
Saturday with approximately a two hour
headway. It was a different crowd than
one normally finds on a transit bus - loud,
animated, laughing. Obviously they were
looking forward to a day of fun. We passed
thru a district of Escondido that was

informed us she had already nearly sold
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