TRANSIT UPDATES

Norwalk Transit begins Route 8 on Septem-
ber 6th, between Norwalk-Santa Fe Springs
Metrolink and Whittier Depot, with one stop
at Santa Fe Springs Plaza. There will be 4
trips southbound weekday mornings, and 4
northbound weekday afternoons. Fare will
be 60¢. The new service coincides with the
purchase of 2 more hybrid buses. Norwalk
will continue the Santa Fe Springs Tram,
despite funding reductions from that city.

It may become more obviously Norwalk 9.

From Andy Novak: "Coach USA is now of-
fering from Anaheim to John Wayne Airport
(JWA) as part of the Disneyland Resort Ex-
press (formerly Airport Bus). We depart
Anaheim (Disneyland Hotel) every hour on
the hour from 5 AM to 8 PM and we depart
JWA every hour on the :45 from 7:45 AM
to 10:45 PM. During the day we have addi-
tional departures from JWA at :15 past the
hour starting at 10:15 AM and the last one
at 7:15 PM. Basically, we now have half
hour service from the airport.”

LADOT DASH - Edmund Buckley

First, according to a story in The Argonaut,
DASH/VENICE is not operating this year
and was cancelled on very short notice be-
cause of low ridership. LADOT Website has
now omitted Venice from the list of Dashes.

Second, found on the LA City Website's City
Council Files: "On 7/26/05, Council Member
La Bonge offered a motion, seconded by
Member Parks, to approve the request of
Paramount Studios to contract with First
Transit using one DASH bus on weekdays
between 11:00 AM and 2:00 PM beginning
August 1st to operate the Larchmont Vil-
lage Shuttle. The studios would pay First
$50 an hour, the service would be open to
all with studio employees riding free and all

others paying the usual DASH 25¢ fare.
This is to be considered a pilot program
and, if after one year the route is consid-
ered successful, LADOT and Paramount
could enter into discussions to amend an
existing DASH contract for LADOT to as-
sume the operation and the studio would
pay the city directly.”

Finally, beginning August 22, 2005, a por-
tion of the DASH Route A service will be
rerouted to serve new residential develop-
ment and employment centers along 7th
St. and Wilshire Boulevard between Figue-
roa and Witmer Streets. Additionally, this
change will relieve overcrowding on DASH
Route E in the City West area. Only the
portion of Route A south of 7th St. will be
affected. DASH Route A buses departing
Little Tokyo will follow the existing route
until reaching Flower and 7th Streets.
There, the buses will turn west and follow
the existing DASH Route E route until re-
turning to Figueroa St. at 7th St. to rejoin
the existing DASH Route A. DASH Route A
service on Flower and Figueroa Streets
south of 7th St. will be eliminated. Passen-
gers traveling south on 7th St. will be able
to transfer to DASH Route F or the Metro
Blue Line at 7th/Flower to continue their
journey. Please ask your driver for a free
transfer (for DASH only) and allow suffi-
cient travel time to complete your journey.

Culver CityBus service change hearing
- Ken Ruben

Approved changes are scheduled to be imple-
mented Jan. 9, 2006. Public outreach meetings
will be held on Wednesday Oct. 19, 2005, at 2
and 7 PM at City Hall, 9770 Culver Blvd. For
more information call (310) 253-6569 or write
to Culver CityBus Service Change Proposal,
4343 Duquesne Ave, Culver City CA 90232.

PROPQOSED SERVICE CHANGES
2 - Discontinue loop of Fox Hills Mall and service
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along Playa St. and Hannum Ave. Run directly to
Fox Hills along Slauson from Jefferson Blvd.

3 - Discontinue on Overland Ave. between West
L.A. College and Fox Hills Mali. Replace service
along Jefferson/Sepulveda Blvd. between West
L.A. College and Fox Hills Mall (see Line 4).

4 - Discontinue service along Washington Bivd.
and Duquesne Ave, Service will instead run from
West L.A. Transit center along Fairfax Ave., La
Cienega Blvd., and Rodeo Rd. to Jefferson Blvd.
Pick up original route to Duquesne Ave. Run
along Overland Ave. between West L.A. College
and Fox Hilis Mall (see Line 3). Discontinue loop
of Fox Hills Mall. Introduce Saturday service.

5 - Run one morning Westbound and one after-
noon Eastbound trip only. Discontinue service
West of Culver City Schools. Operate only when
Culver City Schools are in session.

6 - Discontinue southbound service along West-
chester Parkway and Jenny Ave. Use Sepulveda
Blvd. crossing at 96th St. instead to LAX Transit
Center (follow same route as Northbound Line 6).
7 - This new line will take over a portion of the
current Metro 220, running primarily along
Culver Bivd. The proposed western end is Fish-
erman's Village in Marina-Del Rey and the east-
ern end is Venice Blvd. and Culver Blvd. Buses
will run every 40 minutes Monday through Satur-
day from approximately 6 AM to 7:45 AM.

Long Beach Transit Service Reductions
September 11, 2005 - from LBT website
The reductions amount to approximately 10% of
LBT service, and will consist primarily of longer
wait times between buses. ZAP service on 7th
Street and Atlantic Avenue will be discontinued.
Service reductions are made necessary by state
regulations regarding meal and rest periods for
public transit bus operators. The regulations
mandate both the time and duration of such peri-
ods, and without changes to bus schedules would
cost Long Beach Transit up to $3 million per
year. The state mandate provided no funding to
implement the regulations. LBT is reducing ser-
vice to avoid unfunded deficits. The transit sys-
tem is already absorbing an anticipated increase
in fuel costs of $2 million a year, and recently
implemented the first fare increase in more than
ten years.

The service reductions will result in the layoff of
approximately 49 Long Beach Transit bus opera-
tors and maintenance personnel.

Dial-a-Lift paratransit service and the Aquabus/
Aqualink water taxis will not be affected and con-
tinue to operate normally.

More information is available at (562) 591-2301.

The following changes will take place:

1 Easy Ave.- on weekdays, time between buses
will increase up to 10 minutes. No service after
9:30 PM

7 Orange Ave., - on weekdays, time between
buses will increase up to 10 minutes.

21 Cherry Ave. - on weekends, no service after
9 PM

22 Downey Ave. - on weekdays no service after
8 PM, and on weekends no service after 8:30 PM
45 Anaheim Crosstown - discontinued.

46 Anaheim to Downtown - on weekdays and
Saturdays time between buses will increase up to
5 minutes; after 8:30 PM up to 30 minutes; on
Sundays, up to 30 minutes after 8:30 PM

66 ZAP Atlantic - discontinued.

81 10th St. to CSULB - time between buses will

“increase up to 20 minutes; no service east of

10th and Park to CSULB between 9 AM and 1 PM
91 7th St./Bellflower - on weekends time be-
tween buses will increase up to 10 minutes.

94 7th to Los Altos Only - hourly service after
10:30 PM; on weekends time between buses will
increase up to 10 minutes.

96 ZAP 7th St. - discontinued

101 Carson/Centralia - Saturday service to
Towne Center discontinued. Service to Lakewood
Mall provided by Route 103.

103 Carson to Lakewood Mall - Weekday service
discontinued. Saturday service only.

111 Broadway/Lakewood Bl. & 112 Broadway/
Clark Ave. - on weekdays time between buses
will increase up to 10 minutes; after 10:30 PM no
service on Route 112, hourly service on Route
111. On weekends, after 9:30 PM, no service on
Route 112, and hourly service on Route 111.
131 Redondo - on weekends time between buses
will increase 20 minutes.

172 PCH/Palo Verde & 173 PCH/Studebaker -

Sunday service ends at 6 PM  Cont’d Pg 4 <

September 2005

http://www.socata.net

Page 3




TRANSIT UPDATES cont’d from page 3

174 PCH to Ximeno - on Saturday time between
buses will increase 60 minutes after 9:30 PM; on
Sunday, service begins at 6 PM «nd times be-
tween buses increase to :60 after 9:30 PM

181 Magnolia/4th St. & 182 Pacific/4th St. - on
weekdays time between buses will increase up
to 10 minutes; service ends at 9:30 PM daily.
Passport A & D - on weekdays time between
will increase up to 5 minutes; after 10:30 PM up
to 10 minutes. On weekends, time between will
increase up to 10 minutes after 10:30 PM
Passport C - time between shuttles will in-
crease up to 5 minutes

Pine Avenue Link - time between shuttles will
increase up to 5 minutes

Tour D'art - Service hours will be reduced.

San Diego MTS - David Davenport
Highlights of changes scheduled to occur
September 4 (for routes with weekend ser-
vice) and September 6 (for weekday-only):

7,15,115, 901, 902, 903, 929, 932 - Service
on Broadway west of Union Street discontinued.
490, 70, 210, 810, 820, 850, 860 - In general,
routing reconfigured to serve the County Ad-
ministration Center in a clockwise direction
(Ash/Harbor/Grape/Pacific), with terminal ad-
justments for all routes. Routes 810 and 820 to
operate via Ash Street in the morning.

831, 853, 832M, 875, 891A, 892A, 893 -
Routes discontinued.

1 - Service between Downtown and Hillcrest
discontinued.

2 - Terminal moved to Pacific/Grape.

20 - Service on Broadway west of Third Avenue
(Downtown) discontinued.-

27 - Service between Pacific Beach and Fashion
Valley discontinued.

30 - Service between UTC and Alliant University
replaced by new route 31.

31 - New weekday route between UTC and Al-
liant University, via Eastgate Mall instead of La
Jolla Village Drive in La Jolla. Also replaces route
34 between Thornton Hospital and UTC.

34 - Service from UTC to Thornton Hospital replaced
by route 31. There will be no more weekend service
here, or any service to UCSD housing.

832C - Renumbered 832.

834 - Service reduced to every 60 minutes.
854 - Route east of Maine Avenue in Lakeside
discontinued; service between Grossmont Col
lege and Lakeside reduced to every 60 minutes
891, 892 - Operating Thursday and Saturday only.
922, 923 - Routes moved from Harbor Drive tc
Pacific Highway between Broadway and Ash.
927 - Service between Stonecrest and Fenton
Parkway Trolley Station discontinued.

963, 964 - Route deviations discontinued;
routes moved from Camino Ruiz in both direc-
tions to Camino Ruiz/Kelowna/Aquarius/
Westonbhill.

992 - Route moved from Harbor Drive to Pacific
Highway between Broadway and Hawthorn
Street (to airport) and Laurel Street (from Air-
port).

For a detailed explanation of changes,
along with four maps see http://
www.sdcommute

.com/Rider Information/Whats New/

Take Ones/documents/Sep05.pdf.

This means we need to pay close attention
to individual schedules when we travel to
and from Santa Fe Depot along Broadway.
With the 20 only running to 3rd no more
direct service to train stations on weekends
which isn't cool.

Per the 8/31/05 San Fernando Valley Busi-
ness Journal : Burbank Local Transit will
be known as Burbank Bus. The name
change will be accompanied by two new
fixed-route services serving downtown Bur-
bank and the commercial and residential
areas around Bob Hope Airport. According
to the city, the Airport Area Shuttle and the
Downtown Shuttle will have increased ca-
pacity, improved frequency and allow for
connections between Metrolink, Burbank
Bus, Metro Glendale Beeline and LADOT
transit programs. Both shuttles will operate .
from about 5:30 AM to 10 AM and 2:45 PM
to 7:45 PM Monday through Friday. ®
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MTA SECTOR REPORTS

GATEWAY SECTOR - Mark Strickert

A much shorter hearing than at San
Gabriel, even with a much longer line-by-line
staff presentation, speakers allowed 3 minutes
instead of 2, and a chair who rarely watched
the clock until it reached 5 minutes aargh. Of
course, it was also more sparsely attended. I
spoke for SO.CA.TA, and miembers Andrew
Novak and Charles Powell offered their own
opinions. The plan to amputate Line 60 at Ar-
tesia Blvd. received the most comments, all
negative. A representative of Long Beach
Transit pointed out they were anticipating ser-
vice cuts in September, and requested the 60
be spared at the very least until June '06. The
proposals for the 254, 460, and 577 were also
brought up several times.

Transit-savvy council member Wally
Shidler did ask most of the 254 speakers what
portions of the line they used, perhaps sensing
the comments were a campaign orchestrated
by a political activist with a stack of La Opin-
jons who clearly does not use the line himself.
Gateway General Manager Alex Clifford no-
ticed a typo in the "Media Releases" version of
the hearing notice, one that gave the impres-
sion the meeting had been cancelled. They
calculated about 150 hits to that page before
the typo was corrected. Sooooo, he proposed
holding an extra hearing the following Thurs-
day evening, 7:00 PM, at a hall in Huntington
Park. The council members present ail agreed.
Lionel Jones told me he and Hank Fung at-
tended that hearing.

SAN FERNANDO SECTOR - Nate Zablen
No service changes were discussed at the
last SF Valley Service Sector Meeting. The
meeting was largely devoted to the opening of
the Orange Line on October 29th. Orange Line
rides will be free to the public on Saturday the
29th. There will be some festivities but not on
the scale of Goid Line or Red Line openings.

The Council discussed and approved Council
Vice Chair Kimberleigh Richards' proposal to
use the old Lankesshim Depot as a Metro cus-
tomer service center. There was strong senti-
ment to have this proposed service center be
open during weekends.

The sector manager mentioned that there
was a slight increase in customer complaints
for the previous quarter. There has been a lot
of road construction on some of the major
thoroughfares causing some delays in bus on-
time performances. During the public com-
ment section I expressed my frustration that
there was no follow-up to several of my com-
plaints about bus delays and failing to stop for
waiting customers. The manager Richard
Hunt assured me that my complaints would be
looked into and I am pleased to report that I
received a call from the SF Valley district the
following day regarding my complaints.

SAN GABRIEL SECTOR - Mark Strickert
A full house at San Gabriel Sector service
change hearing. I'was impressed that so
many people managed to find the hearing
room. My tally had 40 people speaking, half of
them speaking only or primarily about the pro-
posal to cancel Line 170. The proposals to
chop up the 68 and 177 also attracted lots of
negative comment. Hank Fung presented for
SO.CA.TA. 5 other members also attended,
Samuel James, Robert Meinert, Charles Pow-
ell, Ken Ruben, and Mark Strickert, and all
spoke. Speakers were limited to 2 minutes.

SOUTH BAY SECTOR - Lionel Jones

I was at the South Bay meeting, held at
MTA Division 5. Good turnout, including coun-
cilman Bernard Parks, and TV coverage of the
event. Most of the public comment was on the
442 and 439. Scott Greene stated that the
439 will not be cut unless Beach Cities Transit
can cover the line. Chair Price was not there
as she was or vacation, so McTaggert ran the

meeting. Cont’d Pg 10 ¥
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PUBLIC AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Dana Gabbard

New MTA Board member David Fleming
in an interview in the August*Metro Invest-
ment Report [http://www.metroinvestment
report.com/mir/] notes "We have to get
smarter about how we use our existing in-
frastructure ... We have major arterial
streets in this city that are still operating as
though they were Main Street, Small Town,
USA. We have to turn those arterial streets
into mini freeways, especially during morn-
ing and afternoon rush hours. ... We could,
through real synchronization of traffic
lights, which has been promised for years
but has never yet really been fully deliv-
ered, move more traffic east and west and
north and south at average speeds of 35
mph on those streets and take some of the
load off of the 101, the 405 and other free-
ways. We have to prohibit parking on those
streets during peak traffic hours — in both
directions. We may even have to designate
some as one-way streets part of the time.
We have to look at all the ways we can
make them mini-freeways. And we have to
encourage motorists to get off freeways
and use them only when they are driving
five or ten miles from point to point."”
Thankfully MTA, the Southern California
Association of Governments, Los Angeles
Dept. of Transportation and others have
some planning initiatives underway in line
with Fleming's POV.

The challenge to implement these types
of improvements are illustrated
in comments by Santa Monica activist Ellen
Brennan quoted by Outlook [http://
www surfsantamonica.com/] "What I Say"
columnist Frank Gruber in his Aug. 8 col-
umn "Graciousness and Theory". Brennan
was reacting to presentations made at the
Santa Monica Planning Commission by

UCLA professor Donald Shoup and Ventura
City Council Member William Fulton on
challenges facing Santa Monica as it up-
dates the land use and circulation elementy
of its general plan. Ms. Brennan dismissed
the comments of Messrs. Shoup and Fulto
as "mere theories" and went on to as-

sert that what residents wanted was wider:
streets, easy access to their cars, more &
parking, and low density development.
Gruber points "... what people forget is
that what they often consider the natural
order is the product of what once were
theories themselves. ... For instance, it was
theory that dispersing population down cul-
de-sacs and building wide boulevards and
arterial highways and freeways and provid-
ing lots of parking ---all the while hiding
the costs in the costs of other things --
would provide a nirvana of mobility. But it
didn't work that way... while one must use
prudence in evaluating a new theory, it's
plain foolish to follow one that's been
proven wrong."

Much as it pains me I am attending the
Sept. 29 MTA Board meeting to speak
against the Tier 1 service change proposals
pushing the wrong-headed duplication ide-
ology (lines 4, 20 and 60). At least they
can't claim later nobody warned them
about this impending debacle...

Question of the month: why has MTA
produced a brochure promoting line 220
while simultaneously proposing to eliminate
it? Talk about the right hand not knowing
what the left is doing!

To be honest I was less than enthused
about speaking on the record about the
Gold Line Foothill Extension ("Gold Line Ex-
tension Switches to Fast Track" L.A. Times
August 22). I think anyone who had been

i
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