
BULLETIN BOARD
SO.CA.TA NEWS
Our January 13th meeting starts at 1:00 PM.
Pete Serdenis, Metro Facilities Maintenance
Manager, Stops & Zones is the guest
speaker. His presentation begins at 2:15
PM. We anticipate a lengthy work session
after the meeting, to respond to the various
Metro Sector service change proposals for
June 2007.

Membership renewals are now due: $25
regular, $10 limited income. We also have
updated Transit Guides, $12.50 postpaid.
The 2007 officers and Directors:
President: Lionel Jones
Vice President: Mark Strickert
Executive Secretary: Dana Gabbard
Recording Secretary: Ed Buckley
Treasurer: Hank Fung
Directors-at-Iarge: Armando Avalos, Sam
James, Kymberleigh Richards

We have established official e-mail ad­
dresses for SO.CA.TA office holders. You can
contact any of them at the address using the
format (first initial)(last name)@socata.net
(e.g. Ijones@socata.net)

Our thanks to Kymberleigh Richards for co­
ordinating the Dec. 2 holiday banquet in Van
Nuys. Also thanks for donated transit trin­
kets etc. for the goody bag and/or the door
prizes: VCTC, SCAT, Metrolink, MTS, Culver
CityBus, Torrance Transit, Montebello Bus
Lines, Santa Clarita Transit, Foothill Transit,
Warren Quan, Eugene Salinsky, Dana Gab­
bard, Steve Crosmer, and Andy Novak.

IN OTHER NEWS
AQMD is recruiting citizens for its Clean Air
Congress [http://aqmd.gov/ej/cac/
c1ean_air_congress.htm]; membership is

FREE of charge. Apply at 800-425-6247,
c1eanaircongress@aqmd.gov, or FAX
909-396-3335.

San Bernardino County Annual Train Days
will be held at the San Bernardino County
Museum the weekend of Jan. 20-21 (9:00
AM to 5:00 PM both days) includes model
train layouts, exhibits, displays,
"Roundhouse Talks" (where you can share
your railroading stories), and special train
games. The San Bernardino Railroad Histori­
cal Society will be available to answer ques­
tions about the fully restored Santa Fe 3751
steam engine. The Museum is located at
2024 Orange Tree Lane in Redlands, and is
served by Omnitrans Route 8. Admission is
$6 for adult; Senior (60 or over) or Student
(with 10) $5; Child from 5 to 12 $4, or un­
der 5 free. For further infrmation: 909-307­
2669, ext. 256 or 271.

Dates to remember: Feb. 21-22 -- National
Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue
Study Commission field hearings in Los An­
geles; May 17th -- LAN! Fifth Annual Com­
munityForum.

Curious about the ins and outs of L.A. city
government? "Los Angeles: Structure of a
City Government" is a newly revised guide

to the gove~nment of Los Angeles, published
by the League of W6men Voters .
[http://lwvlosangeles.org/]. Written by Dr.
Raphael J. Sonenshein of California State
University, Fullerton, copies can be had for
free if picked up at the League's offices
(3250 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1005--one
block west of Vermont). Call ahead to verify
they will be open when you visit - (213)
368-1616. Copies sent by mail entail a
charge of $5.50 to cover postage.

And best wishes for a Happy New Year to all
our members. Ilii
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MEMBERS IN ACTION
Chris Flescher had a letter published in the
current issue of Rail Magazine.

Kymberleigh Richards had a letter published
in the Dec. 18th Daily News ("Worth the
trade-off') explaining how having articu­
lated buses serve Van Nuys Blvd. provides
flexibility to better meet demand.

SO.CA.TA holiday banquet attendees: John
Andoh, Armando Avalos, Mike Baron, Hank
Fung, Dana Gabbard, Damien Goodmon,
Sam James, Lionel Jones, Andy Novak,
Charles Powell, Kymberleigh Richards,
Woody Rosner, Ken Ruben, Dave Snowden,
Mark Strickert, Craig Weingarten, and Chaf­
fee Yiu.

...------------------< "'!'.-----------------.
Members at our Alternative Automobile
Expo booth: John Andoh, Armando Avalos,
Hank Fung, Dana Gabbard,-'Erik Griswold,
Lionel Jones, Kent Landfield, Anthony Loui,
Robert Meinert, Carlos Osuna, Kymberleigh
Richards, Woody Rosner, Mark Strickert,
John Ulloth, and Craig Weingarten.

Aiding our booth at the Van Nuys Train Sta­
tion Open House were Dana Gabbard,
Charles Hobbs, Lionel Jones, and John UI­
loth.

MTA Sector Meetings for December 06 were
attended by Ken Ruben (Westside/Central)
and Mark Strickert (Gateway). Mr. Strickert
commented that 5:00 PM was not a public­
friendly time to hold a public hearing. ~

TRANSIT UPDA TES
MTA continues to offer its late night stops
program. During late night travel (9:00 PM­
5:00 AM), Metro allows passengers to exit a
bus at non-designated stops. Just ask the
operator to be dropped off at a convenient
point along the route. Stops must adhere to
traffic ad safety regulations, and are at the
operator's discretion.

The current Pacific Surfliner timetable incor­
rectly indicates checked baggage service is
available at Santa Ana Depot.

MARTA - Charles Hobbs
From http://www.marta.cc/: "Service to
Green Valley Lake coming SOON! Service
to Green Valley Lake was anticipated to
start the first of the new year; however,
due to staffing and equipment shortages it
has been delayed. This has also impacted
the addition of the two mid-day runs be-

tween Big Bear and San Bernardino. Ser­
vice will be implemented as soon as possi­
ble. Keep checking back for further updates
and schedules will be posted as soon as
available. For additional information call:
Big Bear - (909) 878-5200 or Crestline ­
(909) 338-1113"

Omnitrans - Hank Fung
Public meetings for the Omnitrans 2008­
2013 Short Range Transportation Plans:

February 6: San Bernardino, Omnitrans
Metro Facility, 1700 West Fifth St., 2:00 to
3:30 PM and 5:30 to 7:00 PM
February 7: Redlands, Smiley Library As­
sembly Room, 125 West Vine St., 2:00 to
3:30 PM

February 13: Fontana, Mary Vagle Museum
& Nature Center, 11501 Cypress Ave., 2:00
to 3:30 PM
February 15: Ontario Senior Center, 225 E.
B St., 2:00-3:30 PM and 5:30-7:00 PM ~
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so.CA.TA Bylaws Revisions

It is proposed 4.2 specify candidates for
President and Vice President have at
least one year priorservice as a mem­
ber of the Executive Committee prior to
being nominated.

being described as appropriate. Also
that the Corresponding Secretary duties
have deleted the reference to the news­
letter (now handed by the appointed
Newsletter Editor) and a correspon­
dence file (now handled by the ap­
pointed Archivist)

It is proposed to add to 3.4.3. a clarifi­
cation of who has the responsibility for
the agendas of the general membership
meetings. "The Corresponding Secre":
tary shall prepare the agenda of the
meetings. Members wishing to add an
item to the agenda must submit them
through a member of the Executive
Committee at a specified time before
the agenda is locked down prior to the
meeting".

~ It is proposed to clarify the attendance
requirement by adding at the end of
4.2. the phrase "by the time of the
election" so it reads" ... previous twelve
(12) months by the time of the elec­
tion".

~ It is proposed to number the <;prre­sponding Secretary descriptioTtas
3.4.4., and renumber all subsequent
sections in Article 3 accordingly.

~ It is proposed 3.4.7. and 3.4.8. clarify
that the Newsletter editor and President
emeritus have a vote to break ties only
if they do not separately currently hold
office as a Director or officer.

The 2007 SO.CA.TA Executive Committee
met on January 6th to discuss various items
of business. Much of the time was devoted
to looking over the Bylaws1 with an eye to­
wards necessary updates, closing loop­
holes, and filling in gaps. Due to time con­
straints at the January general meeting,

the following changes and additions will re- ~
ceive their initial membership discussion at
the February 10th meeting:

~ It is not stated in the bylaws how va­
cancies should be filled when they oc­
cur. It is proposed to add to Article 3
the statement "All vacancies shall be
filled by an immediate election at the
next general membership meeting".

~ Also, if an Officer or Director has fre-
quent absences, the bylaws are silent
on how this should be handled. It is
proposed to add to Article 3 the state­
ment that "When an office of Director
misses three (3) general membership
meetings consecutively, a letter of in­
quiry shall be sent. The response (or
lack thereof) shall be considered by the
Executive Committee. At the Executive
Committee's discretion, the office can
be declared vacant and filled by the
same process as for other vacancies".

m 3.4.3. and 3.4.4 state the Recording
Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
and Treasurer may delegate their duties
with the approval of the Executive Com­
mittee. It is proposed the wording be
changed to "may delegate their respon- ~
sibilities for the general membership
meeting as needed".

~ It is proposed in 3.4.3 that uses of the
word shall be substituted with the office
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~ To clarify election procedures, it is pro­
posed to add 4.4.4., stating that "Once
the Election Committee commences
counting the ballots, no further votes
can be cast and the election is closed".

~ For Article 7 it is proposed a comma be
inserted between the phrases "on the
last day" and "of each calendar year"

and would read "The Fiscal Year for
SO.CA.TA shall commence on the first
day, and end on the last day, of each
calendar year."

The text of the current Bylaws is on our
website: http://www.socata.net/
bylaws.html &;

: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• n •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~

I HERE'S YOUR SIGN I
1 Inter-Agency Connections can be made in j

! Redlands, Pasadena, Downey, Hollywood, !

l ..~~.~ ~~.~~.i.~= :~~~..=~~~~~~.~.~~~~~.~..1
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